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RECOGNIZING EXCELLENCE

On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff, I would like to welcome
everyone to the 141st Annual Business Achievement Awards & Gala Dinner.  
The reflective theme of this event creates a perfect opportunity to look
back over the wide and varied history of the Chamber; the changes and
progress that we have seen over the years both in our community and our
business environment.  

The true benefit of reflecting on the past, is that it enables us to learn from
our history and plan for bigger and better as we move forward.  Reflection
also creates a perfect opportunity pause and appreciate how far we have
come and the success that has been created within our business
community.   That's what tonight is all about, pausing to celebrate the best
and the brightest, both the fresh entrepreneurs and the legendary
business owners, and the energy and commitment that they demonstrate
within their business and extend to our community. Let's reflect on their
success over the past year, and whether you're a winner, a nominee or
heading up the cheering section, please join me in celebrating everyone
who is recognized this evening. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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Welcome to the 141st Annual Awards Gala hosted by the Brandon Chamber
of Commerce. As we come together, we are reminded of the remarkable
success, resilience, and leadership that our community consistently
demonstrates. It is through events like these that we have the opportunity
to reflect on and honor the achievements of our local businesses and the
collective strength of our community.

We take immense pride and honor in extending a warm welcome to each
and every one of you joining us this evening. Your presence is a testament
to the unity and support that defines our Chamber of Commerce. Together,
let us celebrate the accomplishments of our business community and
express our gratitude for the unwavering support that continues to fuel our
shared success.

Thank you for being part of this special evening, and for your continued
support of the Brandon Chamber of Commerce. Here's to another year of
growth, prosperity, and collaboration.
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RECOGNIZING EXCELLENCE

AGENDA
S T A R T E R

O P E N I N G  R E M A R K S  &  W E L C O M E  

S A L A D

H O S T  S P O N S O R  R E M A R K S
B D O  C A N A D A  L L P  -  T O D D  B I R K H A N

C O M M U N I T Y  I M P A C T  A W A R D S

L I F E T I M E  B U S I N E S S  B U I L D E R  A W A R D

M A I N  E N T R E E

O U T S T A N D I N G  N E W  B U S I N E S S  A W A R D

W E S T M A N ’ S  T O P  4  U N D E R  4 0  A W A R D S

Y O U N G  E N T R E P R E N E U R  O F  T H E  Y E A R  A W A R D

D E S S E R T

B U S I N E S S  E X C E L L E N C E  A W A R D S

B U S I N E S S  P E R S O N  O F  T H E  Y E A R  A W A R D
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CELEBRATING BUSINESS

MENU

MINI CHARCUTERIE CUP

S T A R T E R

assorted meats; cheeses;
dried fruits and breads

MIXED GREENS SALAD

S A L A D

field greens rolled in cucumber with mandarin
orange; goat cheese;  beet root caviar;

sunflower seeds finished with citrus vinaigrette 

APPLE & BACON STUFFED PORK TENDERLOIN
FINISHED WITH HONEY SAGE SAUCE

M A I N

served with truffle mashed yukon potatoes;
roast zucchini & bell peppers

Vegetarian: italian roast vegetable & quinoa
pilaf with fire roasted tomato sauce with

Zucchini & peppers

KEY LIME CHEESECAKE 
CHERRY ALMOND CAKE

D E S S E R T

CHOCOLATE COVERED COFFEE BEANS

P A L A T E  C L E A N S E R
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141 BUSINESS ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

COMMUNITY IMPACT

This award recognizes
outstanding effort and

commitment to community
through meaningful

contribution(s) to the well
being and quality of life in

Westman.



CELEBRATING BUSINESS

Amy Doerksen

Amy Doerksen founded Fierce Female Hockey in 2022,
dedicated to advancing opportunities for women and
girls in hockey. Fierce offers skill development camps
for U7, U9, and U11 age groups, led and mentored
exclusively by women. The enterprise reinvests profits
into new programming and provides leadership
bursaries for volunteers pursuing higher education. 

Amy's commitment to fostering a female-focused
hockey community and supporting youth
development has fueled Fierce Female Hockey's rapid
success. She keeps camp fees low and reinvests in
the program, making hockey more accessible to
young girls and their families. Amy also volunteers
with Hockey Brandon, now in her seventh season.

Chad Wallin

Glen Parker

MEET YOUR FINALISTS - INDIVIDUAL

Chad Wallin is the founder of Westman VOLT Hockey, a
program enabling individuals with mobility and
intellectual disabilities to play hockey in an inclusive and
supportive setting. Now in its second year, the
organization has 30 participants with conditions such
as cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, childhood cancer,
and autism. Westman VOLT Hockey aims to
revolutionize sports by integrating people with
disabilities into the game. 

Chad's initiative fosters a team-based environment
where participants develop social and life skills while
building camaraderie. Under his leadership, individuals
have found a space to compete, grow, and excel as
champions in their own right.

Glen is a dedicated community leader with extensive
volunteer and public service experience. He served as
President of the East End Community Centre from 2021
to 2023, leading successful fundraising efforts for
major renovations. Glen coached 24 hockey teams
and was President of Hockey Brandon for 17 years,
recognized for his commitment to youth sports.

Since 2016, Glen has served on city council, reflecting
his strong dedication to public service and community
engagement. His multifaceted contributions
demonstrate a profound commitment to community
development and civic leadership.
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CELEBRATING BUSINESS

COMMUNITY IMPACT - BUSINESS

Kuiper's Bakery has been a key supporter of the community for over 31
years, providing food, financial resources, and volunteer hours to various
organizations and events. They believe that food brings people together,
and through their high-quality baked goods, they aim to nourish both the
body and the community.

They donate to a wide range of causes, including the Christmas Cheer
hamper program, Brandon School Division's Breakfast Program, and
United Way. Their donations allow these organizations to redirect funds
toward other critical areas. Each year, they contribute over 1500 dozen
fresh buns to the Christmas Cheer program, which helps distribute food
to families in need. Curtis, the owner, is particularly passionate about
supporting cancer-related causes and promoting local athletes,
volunteering for both for over two decades.

Kuiper's Bakery's philosophy is straightforward: by baking delicious food
and supporting local initiatives, they help build a stronger community.
Despite their busy December season, the team at Kuiper's Bakery
consistently meets all commercial orders while still supporting those in
need. Their commitment to community makes them a valued partner to
many organizations in their area.
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141 BUSINESS ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

OUTSTANDING
NEW BUSINESS

The Outstanding New
Business Award recognizes
the accomplishments of a
business owner who has

succeeded through
innovation and risk-taking or

achieved success in
introducing new products or

services or growing an
existing product line through

a unique approach.



MEET YOUR FINALISTS

CELEBRATING BUSINESS

Sisson Auto Finance &
Sales

The Wellness Clinic

Circle B Fitness
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141 BUSINESS ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

SMALL 
BUSINESS EXCELLENCE

The Business Excellence
Award - Small Business
honours a business with

fifteen or less
employees that

demonstrates continual
business excellence

through positive
business growth,

exemplifies superior
customer service and

embraces an
outstanding

commitment to quality.



CELEBRATING BUSINESS

Red Kayak
Flooring Co.

Create Marketing

Resurrection Tint &
Auto Detailing

MEET YOUR FINALISTS
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141 BUSINESS ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

LARGE 
BUSINESS EXCELLENCE

The Business Excellence Award
- Large Business honours a

business with sixteen or more
employees that demonstrates
continual business excellence

through positive business
growth, exemplifies superior

customer service and
embraces an outstanding

commitment to quality.



CELEBRATING BUSINESS

FYidoctors

Professional Transport
Driver Training School

The Paw Resort &
Wellness Centre

MEET YOUR FINALISTS
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SILENT AUCTION PRIZES

DINING & DRIVING
Rev up your appetite with our 'Dining & Driving' package
valued at $500, proudly donated by Heritage Co-op. This
mouthwatering bundle includes $250 in dry-aged beef
and $250 in fuel. Enjoy a delicious meal and hit the road
with this fantastic offering!

FAIRWAY TO HEAVEN: GOLF PACKAGE
Discover our 'Fairway to Heaven' golf package valued at
$450, proudly donated by Wheat City Golf Course. This
fantastic bundle includes 4 adult green fees and 4 dozen
Titleist Pro golf balls. Tee up for a great time on the course
with this amazing offering!

COFFEE CONNOISSEUR
Attention coffee lovers! Explore our 'Coffee Connoisseur'
package valued at $500, generously donated by Sobeys
Brandon West. This exciting bundle includes a Breville
Espresso & Cappuccino Machine and a delightful local
coffee gift basket.

HOME & AUTO DELIGHTS PACKAGE
Culinary and automotive enthusiasts, don't miss this
special package valued at $380, generously donated by
Sisson Auto Finance & Sales and Green Spot Home &
Garden. Includes a waffle maker, a Sisson Auto hat, and
gift certificates to Green Spot for your gardening needs. 

Silent Auction bidding goes until 9pm. Winners will be
announced at the end of the awards show.
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SILENT AUCTION PRIZES

Brumate BruTank 35qt Rolling Cooler
This essential outdoor companion is designed to elevate
your adventures, whether you're camping, lounging on
the beach, hosting a backyard BBQ, or enjoying family
sporting events. Valued at C$520.99 and generously
donated by Livingstone Outdoor.

BRANDON NIGHT-OUT
Experience the ultimate Brandon Night Out with our
exciting package valued at $600, generously donated by
T-Birds and the Holiday Inn Express. Enjoy food, fun, and
games at T-Birds, paired with a free night's stay at the
Holiday Inn Express. Treat yourself to a memorable
evening in Brandon with this incredible offering!

VACATION PACKAGE
This exciting bundle includes a $500 McPhail Travel gift
certificate, a $250 voucher for Globus tours, and 'Looptail'
by Bruce Poon Tip, founder of G Adventures. Plan your next
adventure and explore the world with this fantastic
offering!

BRANDON SKYLINE CANVAS
A spectacular panoramic image of Brandon, Manitoba,
captured on a large canvas. This striking artwork, valued
at $650, is a testament to the beauty and spirit of our city,
proudly produced right here in Brandon by Keywest
Photo. 

Silent Auction bidding goes until 9pm. Winners will be
announced at the end of the awards show.
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Kim Magalhaes

WESTMAN'S TOP 4 UNDER 40

This award recognizes outstanding achievement by an individual under the age of 40
who works in a leadership role in any size organization from the private, public or
non-profit sector. The ideal candidates will be active and engaged in work and

community, a creative problem-solver, disciplined in performance, and generous in
spirit; a real contributor to the fabric of our community.

Megan Foster
Owner, Mosaic Enagement

Megan Foster owns Mosaic Engagement, a consulting firm
focused on improving business efficiency and leadership.
She leads a team of seven contractors and holds a
Master’s in Strategic Organizational Change.

Megan is a Master coach developer with nearly 20 years
of experience, actively involved in training and certifying
coaches. She also participates in Leadership Brandon and
the Professional Women’s Networking Group. Her
commitment to equity and inclusion drives her to host the
Mosaic Women's Retreat and support young leaders
through scholarships.

Her contributions have earned her the Facilitation Impact
Award and a YWCA Women of Distinction Award
nomination. Megan's focus on mentorship and
community engagement make her a respected business
leader.

Kim earned her Certified General Accountant designation
in 2014 and is currently pursuing an Advanced Executive
certificate at Queen's University.

Kim actively mentors future finance professionals through
CPA Alberta and plays a key role in Westman
Communications' strategic planning. She also serves on
the Manitoba Cooperative Association's Board of Directors
and participates in the Canadian Communications
System Alliance's Contract Review Committee and Audit &
Risk Committee. 

As a former 4-H member, Kim volunteers at local 4-H
events, demonstrating her commitment to youth and
community.
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Communications Group
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Kim Magalhaes

CFO, Westman
Communications Group

WESTMAN'S TOP 4 UNDER 40

This award recognizes outstanding achievement by an individual under the age of 40
who works in a leadership role in any size organization from the private, public or
non-profit sector. The ideal candidates will be active and engaged in work and

community, a creative problem-solver, disciplined in performance, and generous in
spirit; a real contributor to the fabric of our community.

Megan Foster
Owner, Mosaic Enagement

Mayur Nankar
Owner & Physiotherapist | West-Fit
Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinic

Katie Peters
General Manager, 
Alair Homes Brandon 

Mayur holds a Masters’ degree and specializes in
innovative treatments for Parkinson's patients and
launched Tele-Rehabilitation during the COVID-19
pandemic.

Mayur's community work includes supporting the
Whiskey Jacks Baseball team and offering clinical
placements for physical therapy students. He
coordinates the spinal cord injury database at HSC
Winnipeg and is a member of the Brandon Chamber of
Commerce's Leadership Program, focusing on
mentorship and impact.

Katie Peters is the General Manager of Alair Homes
Brandon, where she leads the company's human
resources, marketing, and operational efforts. She began
her journey with Alair in 2021 as a part-time Social Media
Manager, quickly expanding her role to include marketing
and human resources.

Beyond her professional role, Katie is active in her
community, organizing events to raise money for
charitable organizations and volunteering with various
groups. 

Katie also serves on the Construction Association of Rural
Manitoba Events Committee as a co-chair and leads an
international campaign to contribute 100 acts of helping
others live better.
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YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR 

This award recognizes outstanding achievement by an individual
aged 18-40 who is either the Director/Owner of a new or existing
business and has successfully built or built-up the organization.
The nominee must have ultimate control over the entire
endeavour with all risk of success or failure lying in their hands.

MEET THE 2024 RECIPIENT

Ty’s journey started with a small backyard
laser tag venture that evolved into a full-
scale event rental business. Through
strategic acquisitions, he expanded his
company, integrating various brands into
Pinnacle Event Rentals.
Successfully navigating the challenges of
the COVID-19 pandemic, adapting his
business model to ensure stability. He
prides himself on creating full-time, year-
round career opportunities in an industry
traditionally known for seasonal
employment. His commitment to a positive
work culture and team development has
been key to his success. 
Beyond business, Ty is actively involved in
the community, serving on the boards of
Family Visions Inc. and Career Connections
Inc., reflecting his dedication to social
responsibility and local engagement. 

TY WORTHINGTON
Owner | Pinnacle Event Rentals
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LIFETIME BUSINESS BUILDER AWARD

IN MEMORIAM TRIBUTE33

1

BEN HERNANDEZ
Ben moved to Brandon in 2002, and soon became a pi l lar in the
community with the opening of the wel l-loved Remington’s.  Over

the years Ben was incredibly involved in the restaurant world,  also
working at Montana’s and opening Five Guys Burgers and Fr ies.

After Remington’s ,  the dream of opening his own restaurant ,
Benny’s ,  became a real i ty with the purchase and re-brand of The

Green Ol ive. 

Ben’s favourite place to be was the front of his restaurant.  There
he would greet customers by name - and he never forgot a name.

He embodied the highest standards of customer service and
community engagement. A fr iend to al l ,  he was always ready to

lend support through volunteerism; community events; and
donations to various causes.

I t  is with profound gratitude that we honour Ben Hernandez for his
signif icant contr ibutions to the Brandon community.  

His legacy of k indness, commitment,  and incredible service wi l l  be
cherished, and he is deeply missed.

PREVIOUS RECIPIENTS 
2007 Jim Campbell
2008 Thomas Breneman
2009 C.O. Meighen
2010 Judy Collyer

2011 Drew Mills
2012 Gord Peters
2014 Jeff Cristall
2015 Jeanne Millis

2016 Bill Cumming
2017 Ray Redfern
2019 Ron Helwer
2021 Bob Jenkins

2022 Paul Crane
2023 Wes Norosky



BUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR 
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This prestigious award aims to
recognize a business person
that exemplifies outstanding
business practices and
achievements, that
demonstrates leadership,
vision, and the creation of
economic growth, while
contributing to the community.
This award recognizes
individuals who are at the peak
of their career.

STAY TUNED TO DISCOVER THIS YEAR’S RECIPIENT....

ABOUT THE AWARD PREVIOUS RECIPIENTS  
1987    Don Penny
1988    Bev McMaster
1989    Don Pottinger
1990    Jim Figol
1991    Lefty Hendrickson
1992    Clair Murray
1993    Ray West
1994    Bob Cornell
1995    Merv Dillabough
1996    Ron & Don Kille
1997    Stuart Craig
1998    Bob Mazer
1999    Gord Peters
2000   Marlene Kirton
2001    Don Main
2002   Wayne McLeod
2003   Michael Fearon &
            Ken Robinson
2004   Mike Leech

2005    Jack Jacobson
2006   John Burgess
2007    Neil & Darryl Andrews
2008    Paul Crane
2009    Ron Ball
2010     Dave Baxter
2011      Kelly McCrimmon
2012     Borden Hadley
2013     Kerry Campbell
2014     Doug Murray
2015     Heidi Howarth
2016     Charlie Clark
2017     Vionell Jacobsen
2018     Ron & Dave Cumming
2019     Rhonda Pardy
2020    Robert Ritchot
2021     Gus Vasilarakis
2022     Bernie Whetter
2023     Barry LaRocque
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2023 - 2024

PAST PRESIDENT
TANYA LABUICK
LaBuick & Co., Guardian Fencing &
CW2 Construction & Design

SECRETARY-TREASURER
EMELIO BROWN
Intri-Tech Digital Marketing 

EXECUTIVE

BOARD DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
LOIS RUSTON
YWCA Westman

VICE PRESIDENT
JENNIFER LUDWIG
Super Thrifty Drugs Canada
Ltd

CONNOR KETCHEN, GENERAL MANAGER
ERIN HOUCK, OFFICE & PROJECT MANAGER

DESTINY MALUGA, EVENTS & MARKETING COORDINATOR
JESSICA SALER, MEMBER RELATIONS & COM MANAGER

CHAMBER STAFF

SAMANTHA FALLOON
MyPhone Telus & KOODO
Authorized Dealer

COURTNEY BAXTER
Bushel Plus

MEREDYTH LEECH
Leech Group

TILDA FORTIER
Greenstone Building Products

ROB STARKELL
West - Can HR

ANDREA EPP
Epp Law Office

BRENT MILLER
Victoria Inn

CHRIS FINLEY
Mazergroup

MATT BERG
Livingstone Ltd.
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BRANDON PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE MOOSOMIN

COMPLETE DESIGN
SOLUTIONS

204.728.7364 bmce.ca
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

PLATINUM

GOLD

HOST SPONSOR

PLATINUM PLUS



SILVER
MNP 

Greenstone building Products
Keystone Centre

Leech Group 
Manitoba PC Caucus

Prairie Building Maintenance 
RBC Royal Bank 

Sunrise Credit Union 
West-Fit Physiotherapy & Sports Injury Clinic 

Westman Communications Group 

BRONZE

BEHLEN Industries LP 
Better Business Bureau 

Burns Maendel Consulting Engineers 
Cando Rail & Terminals 

Community Futures Westman 
First Peoples Development Inc. 

Guild Insurance Group 
Indigenous Chamber of Commerce 

Shoppers Mall 
Shreem Systems & Solutions Pvt. Ltd. 

Siere
Town Car Rental 

Western Financial Group 

SUPPORTER

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Sisson Auto Finance and Sales
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THANK YOU

We would l ike to extend our heartfel t
grat i tude to everyone who contr ibuted to the
success of  our 141st  Annual  Business Awards.  

To our esteemed board,  dedicated team, and
valued membership:  your col lect ive efforts
were instrumental  in making this gala a
memorable occasion.  Together ,  we cont inue
to champion economic growth and prosper i ty
in Brandon.

A special  thank you to the Keystone Centre ,
Tr ident Music ,  and Pinnacle Event Rentals for
their  invaluable support  and col laborat ion.

Let 's  celebrate the indomitable spir i t  and
achievements of  Brandon businesses as we
eagerly ant ic ipate another year of
col laborat ion and success!

The Brandon Chamber Team



THE BRANDON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

THANK YOU TO OUR HOST SPONSOR


